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ite Massager
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BHG BUGIS (BUGIS JUNCTION) : 200 VICTORIA STREET #01-100, #02-17 & #03-11, SINGAPORE 188021

Shoes Spa- Shoe Care Set
(UP $75.50)

* TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY, WHILE STOCKS LAST.

Tenvis HR Lite
(UP $79.90)
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Omniwatch

(UP $89.90) \

Philips USB Powerbank
10000 mAH (UP $99.90)
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RGS GETS NEW HOME ]
Ratfles Girls use led to six deaths
School moves to
11: ° ° ° ° °
new $90 million .
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Raffles Institution
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Almost all its 213 PMD-related patients since 2017 were users, and 41% of injuries involved head and neck
JAILED FOR SLAP
9 s e @ KOKYUFENG ported, followed by externalin- Stressing the need for public
A month SJall for juries such as abrasions and lac- education, Dr Teo said: “As
At least six people have died | erationsat26 percentand facial medical professionals, we feel
man WhO Slap p ed fromusing personal mobility de- | injuriesat 12 per cent. that we need to educate them so
helmet Of parklng vices (PMDs) since 2017, accord- TTSH treated 87 patients that they don’t come to us. But
ing to latest figures from Tan | who were involved in PMD-re- if they do, at least their injuries
warden who asked | Tocx Seng Hospital (TTSH). lated incidents last year, an 85 may not be that severe. And we
. Its trauma ward doctors have | per cent jump from the 47 pa- canreturn them back to society
hlm to move van also seen a spike in the number | tientsin2017. asfunctional as possible.”
PAGE 5 of patientsinvolved in PMD-re- The first nine months of this To that end, TTSH is holding

lated incidents and warned that
thetrendislikely to continue.

At a media briefing yester-
day, the hospital revealed that
the six riders who died were 30
to67yearsold.

One suffered a spinal injury,
but almost all of them had some
form of brain injury, said Dr Sun-
der Balasubramaniam, an asso-
ciate consultant at TTSH’s
trauma and acute care surgery
department.

“Usually (brain injury) is the
one that tends to matter, be-

year have already seen 79 such
patients, an almost 70 per cent
rise from the whole 0£ 2017.

The vast majority of these pa-
tients were PMD users. The
youngest was a two-year-old
pillion rider who suffered a
head injury. The oldest was a
90-year-oldrider.

Just six of the 213 patients
treated at TTSH for PMD-re-
lated injuries were pedestrians.

Apart from one who had se-
vere injuries, they mostly had
minor head injuries.

Most who had PMD-related injuries were
users, not pedestrians. PHOTO: AFP

PMD-related patient numbers,
its chief of trauma and acute
care surgery, Dr Teo Li Tserng,
said his ward added a “PMDrid-
er/pillion” field to its data col-
lection set last year, and the
data so far has shown a need to
intervene at a personal level.

“It is important for us to
share with the public that they
also have ownership of their
own safety (and) a responsibil-

apublic forum on PMDs this Sat-
urday from 10am to noon, at the
TTSH Theatrette, Level 1. It is
the first hospitalhere todo so.

Dr Teo said it is educating its
doctors, especially those in the
emergency departments, onin-
juries to be mindful of as it con-
tinuesto study PMD-related in-
jury patterns. He said this has
not changed day-to-day man-
agement of patients.

But understanding such in-
juries, as well as PMD safety,
takestime, headded.

NEIL HUMPHREYS cause the amount of interven- An earlier study published in | ity to themselves and their “How did we develop safety
Man Unlted mUSt tion that can make a difference | July this year had looked at na- | loved ones should they con- | features for a car? The whole
: . is not as much as some of the | tional PMD-rider injury rates | tinue to use PMDs in an irre- | thing started with years and
not raise thelr other patients,” he said. between 2015 and 2017. sponsible manner,” he added. years of understanding the na-
. . This echoes broader numbers The study found that users of Dr Teo said head injuries | tureof(theinjuries).
game agalnStJUSt that TTSH has collated since | motorised PMDs were thrice as | have variable recovery times, “Same thing with PMDs. We
t t t t 2017, which show that head and | likely as users of manual de- | and giventhat more thanhalf of | needtocollectdata.”
Op €dams 1o ge neck injuries make up a major- | vices, like kick scooters, to suf- | the PMDriders treated at TTSH
1Q] ity of PMD-related injuries. fer severe injury and were twice | were 20 to 39 years old, thereis | yufengk@sph.com.sg
p ast current crisis They accounted for 41 per | aslikelytobehospitalised. abig group who could become a
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